
 

ABS response to the Conviction of Ian Paterson 

Ian Paterson was found guilty of 17 counts of wounding with intent and three counts 
of unlawful wounding at Nottingham Crown Court on 28th April 2017. 

The Association of Breast Surgery would like to express its sympathy to the patients 

who have suffered as a result of Mr Paterson’s actions. 

Although Mr Paterson has never been a member of the Association of Breast 
Surgery, the organisation views this incident very seriously.  Work is ongoing to 
review the events that have occurred and identify lessons that can be learnt, both 
general and those specific to breast surgery. These will be disseminated to our 
members and those involved in breast care.     

We would like to reassure patients that this incident reflects the actions of a single 
individual surgeon working outside acceptable standards of care and does not 
represent the current standard of breast care in the UK. The first priority of our 

members is always the health, wellbeing and safety of patients. 

The Association of Breast Surgery constantly endeavours to raise the already high 

standards of breast surgery by providing members with ongoing education and 

training with support for research and national audits. These collectively aim to 

ensure the delivery of a high standard of breast surgery care throughout the UK. 

 

Recommendations for Patients   

It is essential that the patient surgeon relationship is founded on trust. 

Patients should not hesitate to ask questions of their surgeons. Surgeons who put 
patients at the centre of their practice welcome discussion to ensure that the patient 

has genuine informed consent for any proposed treatment or procedure. 

Breast care is delivered by specialist multidisciplinary teams which include not only 
surgeons but also imaging specialists, pathologists, specialist nurses and if 
appropriate cancer specialists known as oncologists.  Individual care should be 



discussed by that multidisciplinary team and regardless of whether treated in the 
NHS or privately patients can ask to see documentation of the team discussions 

relating to their care when an operation or treatment is being recommended.     

A surgeon should not be offended if a patient asks for a second opinion. Patients 
should not feel uncomfortable asking for a second opinion 

Patients should ask their surgeons how many times they have undertaken the 
procedure they are offered, and their outcomes or results. 
 

Private patients should note that the facilities available in the private sector, including 
equipment and staffing numbers, may differ from the NHS. Patients may like to ask 
their surgeon, not only about the risks of a certain procedure, but also whether there 
may be differences in the care they will receive at the private hospital compared to 

their local NHS hospital. 

If patients have any concerns about their treatment or are unsure how to proceed 
with a particular treatment, they should not hesitate to ask for a second opinion, and 
can contact the Patient Advice and Liaison Service (PALS) at their local hospital, 
who will be able to give guidance on this process. 

 


